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R E M A R K s 


ON 


ax ADDRESS, Ve, 


My FRIEND, 


8 it hath pleaſed thee to public an Ad- 
dreſs to the People called Quaxzrs, 
on the ſubject o WaTER-BAPTISM, 1 


determined to put myſelf in the way of in- 


formation, as one of that people, whom thou 


beggeſt to peruſe it; and accordingly have read 
and conſidered it with proper attention. 


I acknowledge thy candour and juſtice, in 
believing that it is not thro' any diſregard or 


contempt of God's word ot will, that we neglect 


to be partakers of the ritej of baptiſm. — I alſo 
fully approve thy advice, and have for many 


years determined to purſue this invariable rule 


of conduct; viz, © After a due and ſerious ex- 
<« amination of the Scriptures, judge for our- 


& ſelyes;” and © obey and be directed by the 


« Word of God, and put not confidence in man.” 
A. freedom. and rivilege theſe nations are fa- 
voured with, nd” which it is our duty humbly 
and wiſely to improve; as, it is not from poſitive 
aſſertion,” haſty cenſure, or coercion, but from 
ie that the underſtanding is convinced. 
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Tube temper of mind in_which thou. writeſt, 
hath an agreeable place with me: and as thou 
art Pente ro call upon any one, plainly to de. 
clare our ſentiments, I accept the call; and take 
this occaſſon to inform thee, that thy arguments 
are not attended with that clearneſs ahd con- 
viction as to warrant my aſſent thereto. I have 
ſearched the Scriptures diligently, and I hope 
honeſtly; but have not found any thing therein 
ſufficient to induce me to confide in thy conclu- 
ſions : Which, as 2 ſeem drawn from miſ- 
taken, or very doubtful premiſes, and are cer- 

tain in nothing but their uncertainty, I cannot 
adopt as a rule of my faith. | 
The principal foundation of thy argument for 
Water-baptiſm, ſeems. laid on a ſuppoſition of 
its being a token of the covenant of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt; and its 1 N to circumciſion, as 
being a token of the old CV ant. 

That circumciſion was a token of God's cove- 
nant with Abraham, and his ſeed after him, I 
heſitate not to acknowlege. It was command- 
ed in the moſt expreſs terms; the mode of ad- 
miniſtering it was directed with circumſtantial 
preciſion; as every poſitive inſtitution of God 
bach ever been; that no doubt or uncertainty 
35 1 remain, to perplex the minds of man- 
If the model of che Ark, the particulars of 
the Sanckuary, and every minute appetidage 
thereto, even to the Pins of Braſs, were dellver- 
ed by the Almighty in the moſt explicit mater, 
as we find they were; and if we ought to con- 
ſider them only as typical; how much more may 
we firmly truſt (as life and immortality are now 
brought to light by the Goſpel) every Eſſential 
of ſalvation muſt in Holy Writ be attended with 
thoſe indubitable proofs of inſtitution, which are 
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worthy of & Gott perf68 „em and pag 
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lorious that ipenſed fro — 
Fil both with iter an 


we may juſtly ſe eve RET — 
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cleatnefs to that with Abrahatm, and the fan 
ner of adritiſetiti it to be rendered altog 
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The beachte of the ſeveral Pp ptofeſſors of che 

ebriftinn faith; Who rerain'this AA are ſo vari 
ous, and even 4 intecemi 2 

vith reſpebt to ie mode, 


filent in the Caſe; as to render — Dt 
of it, to my underſtanding,” à matter of Ceres 
mony, and not of divine inſtitution. . 1 
Thie two pa paſſages to adduce in auer of 
ths remark. One, from the 81 . h 
TRIXT T. NIE Axrferzs of the Ch 5 
of England, Where 1 thus read; Holy e 
ture containeth all things neceſſary to ſulvg. 
“ tion; fo that whatſoever is not read therein; 
« nor may be proved thereby, is not to he re! 
« quired of any man, that it ſhould be believed 
« as an article of the faith; or be thou ghee qui- 
e ſite or neceſſary to ſalvation. FH 
The other is from thy on words ( Au 8 
page v. and vi.) Whatever is neceſſary to be 
0 done by a diſciple of Chriſt, is ſo x lay de. 
clared in the Goſpel, that a 1 chrefll and and un- 
% „ ings? reader may fully now his FRY in 
r 
I do not find in any part of the Holy Sctip- 
ture, either or example for the elend | 
practice of ſprinkling infants.— As 1 red TO 
therein, nor think it can be proved hr 
admit | it not as an article of my faith, nor be. 


lieve 


to be d 


ber 
Wou 


Children i 
liz 


e 
come the religion of the Holy Jeſus; which is 
« not of the will of the fleſn, nor of tlie will of 
c man, but of God.” Jobn i. 129. 

A quotation from the Holy Scriptures in thy 
Adareſs, hath great weight with me; viz, the 
curſe pronounced on that man, who teaches any 
other doctrine than that delivered therein. I 
have ſearched them diligently, but I cannot find 
ſprinkling of infants therein eſtabliſhed, or any 
precept or example for that practice. * 
I think thy profeſſion of great regard for the 
Holy Scriptures, manifeſtly contradicted by thy 
curtailing and mutilating of them in various 
places; * reſſing their important deſign, and 
perverting their ſenſe. It is indeed ſo flagrant 
as to merit notice; and ſeems to reſult from a 
ſuppoſition, that few people read the Scriptures, 
and therefore many will take a falſe quotation 
upon truſt, e 
Page vi. of thy Adareſs, we have theſe words; 
« They (i. e. the Scriptures) are ſaid to be able 
*« to make a man wiſe unto ſalvation.” For 
which, 2 Tim. iii. 15. is quoted. It is very diſin- 
genuous to cloſe the paragraph thus quoted with 
a period; when the Scripture immediately adds, 
% thro' faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus,” 
Thou repreſenteſt the text as aſcribing ſaving 
wiſdom to the Scriptures: They aſcribe it to 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, | 
The Scriptures are an excellent favour, and 
worthy of our reverent attention; and we have 
great cauſe to be thankful to God for preſerving 
them to us. But I hope I may ſafely ſay, as 
was wrote of John Baptiſt; They are not that 
Light, but ſent to bear witneſs of that Light.“ 
That they may be read, yea ſearched, un- 
availably to the end for which they were im- 
| Parted, is evident from John v. 39, 40. 
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= x the hand, to bring them out of the land 


[8] 
There unmediately follows an attempt to im. 


poſe upon the reader, by giving a pretended 
quotation from Gal. i. 8. 9. in theſe words; 


«If any man teach any other doctrine than Phat 


* is delivered in thoſe Scriptures.” pr 


There is no ſuch expreſſion in the place. re- 
ferred to, And indeed but few of the Epiſtles 
to the churches, which conſtitute an excellent 
part of the Holy Scripture, were then wrote. 

I concur with thee, that the covenant God 
made with Abraham, and his ſeed after him, 
was preparatory to that other covenant, which 
he had before determined to make with, 4 all 
*, nations, and all people;”. and that circum- 
cifion was a token of that covenant; which was 
figurative, and typical of that to which it was 
Preparatory. 

Thave lictle objection to make to thy remarks 
concerning that covenant; and therefore pro- 
ceed to that by which ſalvation is now attain- 
able; ¶ The covenant of God in Jeſus Chriſt.” 
To which the prophets, under the inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt, bore abundant teſtimony. _ 

Thou art pleaſed to give us a part of the pre- 
diction of Jeremiah concerning this event. I 
wiſh the whole had been inſerted ;z as the vari- 
ous parts of this prophetic deſcription of the 
new covenant are equally true, and equally ex- 
preſlive of its nature and deſign. And as an 
article of my faith, I will give the whole, as 
there is no part of it to which I cannot ally 

ſubſcribe. 
. Bebold, the days come, faith the Lord, 
that 1 will make à new covenant with the 


ee houſe of Ilrael, and with the houſe of Judah: 


not according to the covenant that I made 
4 with their fathers, in the day chat 1 took them 


66 of 


1 9 
ec of Egypt (which. my covenant FOI brake, 


$0 pore lk I was an huſband unto them, faith 
* the Lord). But this ſhall be the covenant 
<« that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael; 
after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
< their hearts, and will be their God, and they 
<«« ſhallbe my people. (And they 2 teach no 
% more every man bis neighbour, and every man 
* bis brother, ſaying, know: the Lord: \\ for they 
all all know me, from the leaſt of them unto 
<« the greateſt of them, + ſaith the Lord: for) I will 
< forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
„their ſin no more.“ Ferem. xxxi. 31, Cc. 
Can we have any reaſon to ſuſpect diy uti» 
lation of the text was, deſignedly, to conceal 
the purport of tlie Goſpel · covenant, as the dif- 
fuſion of ſaving knowledge, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, to men — all conditions; and that it 
ſhould not become the peculiar excluſive privi- 
lege of any order, or PA of 1 to make 
— of iefi>id our Ban find) en 
Whatever might be thy nid ochif: 
ſion, it is evident, the preaching of that which 
ſome call the doctrine of Chriſt, is upon another 
foundation than that which he eſtabliſhed; -and 
the inducements to ſuch preaching do not bear 
the — tokens of 11 ING of the 
1. — believe che 4 votation unn the 


; 


prophet Jeremiah, contains t of the 
Goſpel-covenant, and is accompl hed in the 
experience of ſuch as are rs therein. 


3 this covenant many cf the prophets bear 
teſtimony, under the inſpiration of the 


Hay Gboſt. Alſo the apoſtles, zin many parts 
of their Chriſtian labours, partieularly the Au- 
| _ to the r l a vii. n — 
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marking 


God? And for this cauſe he is the Mediatol 


als 


40) 


to theſe ptedictions and characters, and applies 


them to the covenant in Chriſt; yet not one word 
of Water · baptiſm, as a token thereof, is men- 
toned, either by the prophets or ſtles. 1 

It is to me very evident, that that inſpired 
Authob cohfidered this covenant to be ihdepen- 
dent of any exterior rite, as an inſtituted token 


thereof. He recapitulates the ceremonies and 


rites under the former covenant, Hieb. ix. re- 
the incapacity of thoſe ritual acts, to 
make him that did the ſervice 127 as per- 
taining to the conſcience; which ſtood only in 
meats and drinks, and divers waſhings, and cat- 
nal ordinances,” impoſed -y "them ti che time 
of re formation, ver. 9, 1 1 2 

Fhough. theſe typ — fanguinaty offeringh 


were applied and ified to the purifying of 


the fleſh, and rendered expiatory bf ſins, And 
through: the - gracious condeſcenſion of the Al. 
mighty; as ſuch accepted; yet they were far 


| ſhort of the anti- type the cavenant of God in 


* Jeſus Chriſt, and the bleſſed effects and va- 
„ tue. thereof,” ver. 14, 15. Halt TMD 
Ho much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, 


« who, throu — eternal Spirit, offered im- 


B elf without e gry purge con- 
fſcience from works, 157 . the livi 


« of the New Teſtament, that by means orf 
«death! for the redemption of the tranſꝑgteſ- 
« ſions that-were! under the Firſt) Teſtament; 
the ors wont called might receive tlie pro- 
« miſe of eternal inheritance. . Not a word of 
„ à token of that . 
As all rypes had a reference to ſometh! 
come,” they were cunſequentiy abrogated, ben 
che anti- type appeared. Thus the © Grifieed of 
en t ee to the ſacrifice of Je- 


ſus 


(! 

ſus Chriſt, the Lamb ſlain from the foundation 
of the world; and totally ceaſed in point of ob- 
ligation, when the one great offering, which ful- 
filed them, was made. 

| That Water-baptiſm is a token of the ChriC- 
tian covenant, {till remains to be proved, Thy 
attempt to find proof is, in my 3 
very deficient, moſtly conſiſting of aſſertions, 
which vulgar prejudice and tradition have in- 
duced many to take for granted. But as the 
Chriſtian religion will bear the niceſt ſcrutiny in- 
to all its parts, and it was noble in the Bereans 
to ſearch the ſcriptures, to try the conſiſtency of 
the doctrines of the apoſtles therewith, I ho 
modeſtly to uſe that 4 to follow thy 
good advice, and “ judge for ye ap" EIT 

It we conſider the miſſion of the diſciples, 
to preach the _ of Chriſt, in the terms 
thou haſt quoted, I can ſee no ſort of proof for 

Infant-baptiſm but the contrary evidently ap- 
pears. Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Goſpel to every creature. He that be- 
« lieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; he 
that believeth not ſhall be damned,“ Mark 
Avi, 13% 16. 

Go ye, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in, or into, the name of the Father, and 
* of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; teach- 
ing them to obſerve all things whatſoever I 
<* have. commanded you, And lo! I am with 
« you alway, even wat the end of the world! 
„ Amen.“ Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, 
In both theſe accounts of the miſſion of the 
diſciples, it may be -obſerved the imperative 
force lies upon, go e, and preach; go and teach; 
and further, this - gracious aſſurance is added; 
„Lol I am with you alway, even unto the 
leid of the world!“ ” the _—— 

18 
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to theſe predictions and characters, and applies 


them to the covenant in Chriſt; yet not one word 
of Water baptiſm, as a token thereof, is men- 


| Wund either by the prophets or apoſtles. * 


It is to me very evident, that that inſpired 
Author cohfidered this covenant to be indepen- 
dent of any exterior rite, as an inſtituted token 
thereof. He recapitulates the ceremonies and 
rites under the former covenant, ' Heb. ix. re- 
marking the incapacity of thoſe ritual acts, to 
make him that did the ſervice perfect, as per- 
taining to the conſcience; which ſtood only in 
— drinks, and divers waſhings, and car- 
nal ordinances,” impoſed on chem den che oY 
S r AnWs: ye 4 pRerings 
Though. theſe typical ſa i 0 

— 196.799 ane ified ihe purifying of 
the fleſh, and rendered expiatory of fins, Job 
through che gracious condeſcenſion of the Al. 
mighty; as ſuch accepted; yet they were fat 
ſhort of the anti- type tlie covenant of God in 
« Jeſus Chriſt, and the bleſſed effects and va- 


| ©. Jue-thereof,” ver. 14, 13. 1 Ni 


How . more fhall es Glo of Chriſt, 
« i who; e eternal Spirit, offered Hun- 


__ *-:felfowithout f 3 God, purge your con 


fcience from works, to ſerve the hving 
God? And for this cauſe he is the Mediatar 
« of the New Teſtament, that by means of 
death for the redemption of the tranſꝑteſ- 
<« ſions: that ere under the Furſt "Teſtament; 
they which are called might receive tlie pro- 
« miſe of eternal inheritance . Not a word of 
uin a token of that covenant. 
As all pes had a reference to ſomething to 
come, they were cunſequently abrogated; when 
the anti- type appeared. Thus the 2 bertel of 
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ſus Chriſt, the Lamb lain from the foundation 
of the world; and totally ceaſed in point of ob- 
ligation, when the one great offering, which ful- 

filled them, was made. 
That Water-baptiſm is a token of the ChriC- 
tian covenant, ſtill remains to be proved. Thy 
attempt to find proof is, in my apprehenſion, 
very deficient, moſtly conſiſting of aſſertions, 
which vulgar prejudice and tradition have in- 
duced many to take for granted. But as the 
Chriſtian religion will bear the niceſt ſcrutiny in- 
to all its parts, and it was noble in the Bereans 
to ſearch the ſcriptures, to try the conſiſtency of 
the doctrines of the apoſtles therewith, I hope 
modeſtly to uſe that privilege, to follow thy 
good advice, and ** ＋ mm for -- go 7 5G 1 
It we conſider the miſſion of the diſciples, 
to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, in the terms 
thou haſt quoted, I can ſee no fort of proof for 
Infanc-baptiſm; but the contrary evidently ap- 
pears. Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Goſpel to every creature. He that be- 
« lieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; he 
« that believeth not ſhall be damned, 2 Mark 
Xvi. 1 5, 16. | | 
« Go ye, and teach all nations, baptizing 
« them in, or into, the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; teach- 
<« jng them to obſerve all things whatſoever I 
6 = uaya. commanded you. And lo! Lam with 
you alway, even unto the end of the worldl 
« © Po Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, 
In both theſe accounts of che miſſion of the 5 
diſciples, it may be obſerved the imperative 
force lies upon, go ye, and preach; go and jtach; 
and further, this - gracious aſſurance is added; 
Lol I am with you alway, even unto the 
ed of the world!” r the — 
<p, 
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| his preſence with Wm, they became able mi- 
niſters, not of the letter, but of the Spirit; and 
were made thereby inſtrumental to baptize with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and pricked thouſands to the 
heart. This converting baptiſm of ſoul into the 
belief of the goſpel of Chriſt, and ſubjection to 
its ſanctifying energy, is to chis day the proper 
entrance into diſcipleſhip. In both commiſſions, 
belief, and being taught, are previous to bap- 
tiſm. That infants are capable of neither, is 
out of doubt. And if we will not ſubſcribe to 
the groſſeſt abſurdities, we muſt allow none-can 
believe by proxy. 
Another teſtimony gun the validity of In- 
fant-baptiſm ariſeth from thy own words, page 
19 of thy SzRMon, where I thus read; © For 
though baptiſm, if it be properly received, 
« with faith in Chriſt, and deſiring to have part 
„ with him, cleanſeth to the waſhing away of 
„ ſins: yet without theſe, it is altogether in- 
ce effectual to that purpoſe.” — Now as infants 
are abſolutely incapable of theſe diſpoſitions, 
can neither have faith nor defire, baptiſm is in- 
effectual to them; which invalidates at onde the 
claim of a great part of the profeſſors of Chriſ- 
tianity, to the covenant in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thuy quotation from Mark x. 14. ſeems to 
me to operate ſtrongly againſt the cauſe it was 
produced to ſupport, (i. e.) ſprinkling infants. 
“ Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
<« and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the king- 
dom of God, ver. 1. Verily I ſay unto 
* you, whoſoever ſhall not receive the kin gdom 
* of God as a little child, he ſhall not enter 
6 therein, ver. 16. And he took them up 
< in his arms, pt his n 8 them, and 
46 der e them." ain "I 
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Here is, Firſt, A declaration of that inno- 
cency and ſimplicity of heart in children, which 
is neceſſary for us to know, in order to our en- 
trance into the covenant of God, and the king- 
dom of his dear Son. And, Secondly, A re- 
cital of the whole tranſaction: he took them up 
in his arms; he laid his hands upon them; he 
bleſſed them. Had he ſprinkled water upon 
them, or dipped them thereinto, or commanded 
any other to have done it, and declared it to be 
the manner of entering into his holy covenant, 
it would have proved ſomething. As he did 
none of theſe things, but declared © of ſuch is 
* the kingdom,” it is a ſtrong ee proof 
againſt the practice. 

Page 22. we are told, © that neither the ; 
<« ſincereſt faith in Chriſt, nor the moſt open 
<« declaration of that faith: neither the gifts of 
e the Holy Ghoſt, nor what may be called the 
e baptiſm of the Spirit, manifeſted by the un- 
„ deniable evidence of ſpeaking with tongues, 

6 wu propheſying: neither the calling nor elec- 

tion of Jeſus Chriſt, though ſignified 1 in the 
ce moſt miraculous manner (as in the caſe of 
« Saul), that none of theſe will entitle any one 
cc to the benefits of theChriftian covenant, with- 
ce out their being alſo admitted into that cove- 

«nant by the baptiſm appointed by Chriſt, as 
« the token thereof.” What this baptiſm is in 
thy judgment, thy practice demonſtrates : the 
ſprinkling water on the face of infants or adult 
perſons; the former of whom cannot from thy 
own teſtimony, be proper ſubjects thereof. 
Permit'me now, in my turn, to call upon thee 
plainly to declare, who it was that baptized the 

primitive companions bf our Lord? He called 
them from their ſeveral occupations, and ſent 

them forth to preach the goſpel, and work mi- 

racles, 


RK 


1 


Re Lu! 

racles, without being previouſly baptized with 

water by him. He in them, and they in him, 

made clean through his Word. Were they, or 
were they not, entitled to the benefits of the 
Chriftian/covenant? If they were, it was thro? 


the calling of Chriſt, and the power of the 


ſanctifying Word; for, that they were initiated 
by, him into the Chriſtian covenant, by the uſe 
of elementary water, is taking for granted what 
the Scripture poſitively contradicts. For Je- 
5 . a e 
Mary Magdalen was an eminent inſtance of 
divine power and clemency; as were many 
others recorded in the New Teſtament. Had 
their title to the Chriſtian covenant depended on 
Water - baptiſm, they would no doubt have been 
clearly referred to it. But there is not a ſingle 
inſtance of our Lord directing any ſeeking ſoul, 
that applied to him, to any ſuch means. But, 
in purſuance of the deſign of his incarnation, 
he laid the axe to the root of corruption; to de- 
ſtroy the works of the devil, and bring in the 
righteouſneſs of an everlaſting covenant. 
Was the penitent thief on the croſs entitled 
to the benefits of the Chriſtian covenant, when 
its Holy Author declared, this day thou ſhalt 
<« be with me in paradiſe?” If he was, pleaſe 
to conſider thy doctrine, that neither the ſincereſt 
faith, the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, nor the elec- 
tion of Chriſt, Sc. will entitle any to the bene- 
fits of the Chriſtian covenant, without Water- 
baptiſm. If he was not entitled to the benefits 
of the Chriſtian covenant, how came he to en- 
ter with Chriſt into Paradiſe ? Thy aſſertion, 
that our Saviour adminiſtered Water-baptiſm to 
his apoſtles: with his own hands, appears to me 
not founded on Holy Writ; which poßtively ſays, 


. 

: * 

** he: baptized no. 
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I he, by the act of waſhing his apoſtles feet, 
inſtituted —— the circumſtances of 
that act are particularly expreſſed; therefore not 
left undetermined. What night have any, WhO 
believe this to be the inſtitution of Chriſt, to 
vary from it, and to ſubſtitute a method void of 
enunf le or precept in Holy Scriptu ego; uit. 
Our Lord's poſitive — wo be 
deciſive in —— that it was intended ad a 
example of humility; that as he, their Lord 
and Maſter; had waſhed their feet, they ought 
to imitate his example, in every act of brorherly 
kipdncls and condeſcenſion. John xiii. 12. % 80 
after he had waſhed their feet, and had taken 
his garments, and was ſet. down again, he 
« ſaid unto them; Know ye What I have done 
cc to you 2 d meinst r x 
© Verſe 13. Ve call me Mater and Lord: and 
e ſay well; for ſo Jam.“ a JK iMG 3 
Perſe 14. If I then, your Lord and Maſterz 
e have waſhed your feet, ye ane to waſh 
% one another s fe. 
Verſe 15. For I have given you an example, 
that ye would do as I have done to you.. 
- » Verſe 16, Verily, verily; I ſay unto you; 
«the ſervant is not greater than his Lord, fei- 
ther he that ke, greater than he that (rao 


6 him.“ 1:77 0 2 6 7 8 I. 1440 Y fy, 71 9 
VHerſe. 17. « If, as theſe lag happy 
are ye if ye do them. 895 84 


As they had been ſubjects of wn act, 
K 4 the act; but not the end propoſed, u 
he full declared it in the manner — 

This was, in the Holy Jeſus, an act of hu- 
mmilizy; and irkſome to the pride of many 'who 
call themſelves. his regular ſucceſſors; but are 
very unlike him, who came not to > Sy 
vic but to miniſter to. others. - iges 


I: 16 1 

„Bete * not the intention of his Lord and 
| Maſter in waſhing his feet; until it was explained 
to him by the doctrine referred to as above; 
When he was converted, and reſtored to a ba- 
pacity to ſtrengthen his brethren, we find him 
calling to repentance and baptiſm. A#s ii. 38. 
22 Peter ſaid —— 14% Repent, and be 
_ * baptized; every one of you, in the name of 
. Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of fins, and ye 
hall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt?” 
| What was intended hereby, is further illuſtrated, 
Als ii. 19. Repent and be «converted, that 
your fins may be blotted out.  Henee it ap- 
pears, the apoitle intended the ſame thing by 
the word baptized, in the firſt; (wie: did by * 
word converted in the aft: ; 11 0: 

The arguments from the apoſtle Peter 8 prac- 
tice of Water-baptiſm, appear not to me ſo 
conſiderable as many imagine. Upon his viſit 
| to Cornelius, and preaching Chriſt to him, Pe- 
er's mentioning water appears to be in conſe- 
quence of ſome previous motion made by an- 
other: for, it is ſaid, then anſwered Peter, Cc. 
Acts x. 46. Alſo in che caſe of the Eunuch, 
who was returning from Jeruſalem, where he 
had been to worſhip ; when Philip, by divine 
command, joined himſelf to his chariot, and 
Fil i Chriſt to him; we do not find that 
r 


hilip impreſſed on his mind the neceſſity of 

at exterior rite, as the terms of admiſſion into 
the Goſpel-covenant. The Eunuch firſt propoſed 
the matter, and received an anſwer. from Philip 
in ſuch terms as by no means eſtabliſh Water- 
bay tiſm'as an eſſential; © If thou'believeſt with 
9 l thine heart, thou mayeſt — not nuſt. 
As Water- baptiſm had been in uſe amongſt 
| ce Jews long before the coming of John the 
N or the appearance of the Meſſiah; hows 
THT 1 that 


[27] 

that people had been accuſtomed to a multiplicity 
of ceremonies, they may be conſidered as tenaci- 
ous of ſome exterior rites, and not willing, eyen 
after they were convinced by the authority of the 
Goſpel-miniſtry, to embrace the 1 cots of Je- 
ſus Chriſt in its perfect ſimplicity and ſpirituality, 
diſcharged from all external Res They 
endeavoured to mingle Judaiſm and Chriſtianity 
together. It ſeems alſo to have conſiſted wit 
infinite wiſdom, to make gracious allowances to 
that people in their al emancipation from 
Jewi 11 while yet clouded with pre- 
poſſeſſion in favour of exterior ſhew, . Thus 
even circumciſion was practiſed by the apoſtle 
Paul, on Timothy; yet a few years after, he 
declared to the Galatians, if ye be circum- 
„ ciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing,” Gal. v. 
2. Certain of the Jewiſh proſelytes were ſo bent 
on retaining their ſnadows and ceremonious rites, 
as to trouble the primitive church, particularly 
the Gentile converts, with endeavours to ſubject 
them to circumciſion, the token of the old co- 
venant; it therefore became neceſſary for the 
apoſtles and elders to hold a general conference 
at Jeruſalem, where the Holy Ghoſt preſided 
- amongſt them, by whoſe influence they impart- 
ed ſuitable counſel, and relieved the Gentiles 
from the yoke of the former covenant, Alis xv. 
* Had Water-baptiſm been an eſſential of the 
covenant in Chrilt Jeſus, this ſeemed a moſt 
ſuitable time to have enjoined ir, as a neceſſary 
introduction. thereto, and a ſtanding inſtitution 
of God. When the Judaizers at that time 
inſiſted, (Alls xv. 1.) Except ye be circum- 
« ciſed after the manner of Moſes, ye cannot 
« beſaved;” had Water baptiſm been intended 
to remain in the place of circumciſion, ; the 
apoſtles would — then have ä 
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them with it, and would not have failed to have 


impreſſed it upon them, as ſuch, in the moſt 


plain and poſitive terms; and could not in this 


place, have totally omitted the mention thereof, 
as they indiſputably did; which evidently de- 


monſtrates, it was no part of the injunction 


Which it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and 


to the apoſtles and elders, to lay upon Chriſ- 
tian believers; and may thence be juſtly con- 


cluded to be no part of true Chriſtianity. 


We ſhelter not ourſelves under any evaſion, 
in our hopes of being entitled to the Chriſtian 
covenant; but we believe in all thoſe things 
which Chriſt hath appointed, and made neceſſa- 
ry thereunto. . 

We declare our belief in the teſtimony and 
diſpenſation of John the Baptiſt, of our bleſſed 
Redeemer, of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the pri- 
mitive believers. If we diſſent from Water- 


baptiſm, and the ſprinkling of infants, as 4 


token of the covenant in Jeſus Chriſt, it reſults 
from our fear to add to the goſpel inſtitutions. 
We look upon Water-baptiſm as the baptiſm of 
John: And that it was not to be eſtabliſhed as a 
token of the Chriſtian covenant, is evident from 
his own teſtimony. Matt. iii. 11. © I indeed 
<« baptize you with water unto repentance ; but 
< he that cocheth after me, is mightier than I, 


< whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to bear: he 


<« ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and 


G., with fire.” 


' Perſe 12. Whoſe fan is in his hand, and he 
* will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather 
< his wheat into the garner : but he will burn 
< up the chaff with unquenchable fire.“ | 
Maxx 1. 7. It is faid, *he preached, ſaying, 
K 1 5 5 cometh one mightier than I, after 4 ; 
* un : _— 7 ” t e 


re 
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« the latchet of whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy 
« to ſtoop down and unlooſe.“ 

Verſe 8. *I indeed have baptized you with 
water: but he ſhall baptize you with the Holy 
& Ghoſt.” —Which we find repeated, Luke iii. 
16, 17. Jobn i. 6. to 20. The ſimilarity of 
the expreſſions by the ſeveral evangeliſts, is an 
indication of a fundamental truth. 

John clearly appears to have conſidered his 
adminiſtration as temporary, and to give way 
to the brighter diſpenſation and ſuperior excel- 
lency of the Prince of peace, whoſe kingdom 
is without end, John was but the fore- runner 
of Chriſt, to point him out, and then to be 
ſup erſeded by him. He alledged he had need 
to We baptized of Chriſt ; who anſwered him, 
“Suffer it to be ſo now; for ſo it becometh us 
„to fulfill all righteouſneſs,” Malt. iii. 15. 
which is further ſer forth in Luke iii. where 0 
have the ampleſt account of John 's miniſtry that 
the New Teſtament gives us; it extended firſt 
to the multitude, ver. 7. then to the publicans, 
ver. 12. then to the ſoldiers, ver. 14. He takes 
this opportunity of the people's expectation 
and muſing, to preach Chriſt's baptiſm, diſtin- 

iſhed from that of which he was the miniſter, 

n ver. 21. we have the account of John's bap- 
tiſm and miniſtry, in theſe expreſſions. 
Now when all the people were baptized, 
e jt came to paſs that Jeſus alſo being baptized, 
and praying, the heaven was opened, and the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended in a bodily ſhape, like 
« 2 dove; upon him; and a voice came from 
“ heaven, which ſaid, Thou art . veloved 

Son; in thee I am well pleaſed.” 

Hlence we. may gather the meaning of our 
Lord's words, For thus it becometh us to 
ys * Fulfill all righteouſneſs.” John's miniſtry was 

ves. of hs figurative 


lent glory proc 
And b Fo remaining, and the teſtimony of the 


voice from heaven, he was declared to be the 
Miniſter of the Everlaſting Covenant, ordered 


[ F RY 
EROS of 1 miniſtry of Chriſt; being a 1. 
vine inſtitution; and as ſuch it bad its n 
righteouſneſs, 

Similar to this is Chriſt's ſubmiſſion to circum- 
ciſion, and the rituals of the Law, which had 
alſo their typical righteouſneſs. And the memo- 
rable circumſtance of qur Lord's Transfiguration 
conveys implicative proofs of the abrogation of 
thoſe ceremonious inſtitutions, which were in- 
troductory to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. For, 
when Moſes and Elias, or (as is generally un- 
derſtood) John the Baptiſt, appeared with him, 
it is ſaid, “ he was transfigured:” Tho? indeed 
his humble ſtate in the body was his ſtate of 


rransfighration ; and the excellent glory which 


ſhone upon him was his real ſtate, as the eternal 
Son of God. — Moſes and Elias paſſed away; 
but he remained; and the voice from the excel- 
Jaimed him theSonof the Higheſt. 


in all things, and ſure. 

This ſeems to be the moſt probable conclu- 
fion that can be drawn from our Saviour's ſub- 
miſſion to Circumciſion and Water-baptiſm; as 
no power or authority could be thereby convey- 
ed to him, in whom the fullneſs of . 
head dwelt bodily. 

Having fulfilled the righteouſteſs of Sed! in 


che former diſpenſations, he immediatehy entered 


upon his miniſtry, was led into the Wilderneſs, 


and felt the affliction and temptation incident to 


that ſtate of being he came to reconcile to God. 


HB. ii. ver. 16. For verily. he took not 
2 on him the nature of angels; but * s 


4 hin the 4 of Ae 
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Per. 17. „ Wpfretbte N all things it behoved 
« him to be made like ubro his es ; that 
« he might be a merciful and faithful TY 
<« prieſt, in things pertaining to God, to 
e reconciliation for the ſins of the people. 
Ver. 18. For in that be hitnſelf hath ſuffer- 
« ed, being tempted, he is able ro ſuccour them 
60 that are tempted. Deg 
Chap. iv. ver. 14. 15 ecing hen that we 1 12 
« a great high-prie that is paſſed. into tlie 
« heavens, Jeſus the Son of God, let us W 
« faſt our profeſſſoln. 
Ver. 15., For we have not 4 
* « which cannot be N With 


. 16. 9 1 us op fore come Os 6 10 


the Ade 82 grace, that we may obtain werey 
« and find grace to help in time of need.” oh, . 
It remains now to conſider this muniſttati | 


: of Chriſt, and its certain effects; which 7 


us a proper underſtanding of the neceſſity and 
manner of entering into Senat with him 
e ny A 
On the moſt eic ing of the nature 
of the Chriſtian covenant, according to the teſti- 
monies prophetic and deſcriptive thereof, it ap- 
pears to be that ſpiritual diſpenſation manifeſted 
at that time of reformation the apoſtle alludes to, 
Heb. ix. 10.; the typical waſhings and figurative 
rites of the Moſaic Law having ſerved. as. * 
ſchoolmaſter to bring unto Chriſt, Gal. iii. 24. 
This covenant in ffs Chriſt is ſpiritual in all 


its parts; which is evident from the terms men- 


tioned in Jeremiab xxxi. Heb, ix. and from 2 

cloud of witneſſes. The evangelic prophet Iſaiah 
abounds with references to the Meſſiah, and his 

offices; both — as the Lamb lain, 
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22 
abap. liii. and operative, to reform; particularly 
chap. Iv. ver. 13. Inſtead of the thorn (faith 
* he) ſhall come up the fir-tree; and inſtead of 
<« the brier ſhall come up the myrtle-tree; and 
ce it ſhall be to the Lord for a name, for an 
ce everlaſting ſign, that ſhall not be cut off.” _ 
I ſuppoſe we do not hence expect any ſuch 
change upon the face of this earth; but allow it 
to have a ſpiritual meaning; which is explained 
by the angel to Joſeph, Malt, i. 21. And 
Abbe ſhall bring forth a ſon, and thou ſhalt call 
his name Jeſus; for he ſhall ſave his people 
+ ran theirifing? ˙—*—* i 
The holy den Kae to this work, from his 


oy, 
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brit publiſhing the Goſpel, as two of the evan- 
Selifts declare, Matt. iv. 17. Mark i. xiv. He 


preached repentance, © for the kingdom of he a- 
ven is at hand; 1. e. the gracious accompliſh- 
VY31:3f1 111 e henne. 
ment of the 2 6 5 of God in the redemption 

rom 


* 
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# 1. 


{in and tranſgreſſion, the cauſe 


«© himſelf a 1 * | people, zealous of good 
nd 1 Jobn ni. 8, For this pur- 


everlaſting importance. 
But 1 claim belief only in proportion to the 
conſiſtency of what I advance with the truth as 
it is in Jeſus, and with the Holy Scriptures. 
A few ſhort propoſitions therein contained, fa- 
6634643 Roocmbnk dtd 26d ef beds 4 4 miliar 
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miliar and ſelf. evident, give us a clearer inſight 

into the Chriſtian covenant, than all the ſtudy 
and wiſdom of men; which hath . per- 
plexed plain truths, by preſſing them into the 
ſervice of imagination and 70 9 ; 
throwing over them the veil of myſtery, and 
ſubſtituting Opinion inſtead of Faith. 


1ſt, © We have all ſinned, and come : hor & 
the glory of God. Rom, iii. $3.” 
249. © No unclean perſon hath any ere 
e in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God. 
H V.. 5. 
2d. Except a man be born again, he can- 
not ſee the kingdom of God. John iii. 3. 


As theſe propoſitions are the language of 
Truth itſelf, they are not liable to be diſputed, 
nor their authority called in queſtion ; and I 
hope to make no inferences from them i incon- 
ſiſtent with their genuine meanin | 

For the truth of the firſt e I appeal 
to every man's experience. — The inaptitude 
and diſinclination of mind to divine things, and 
repugnance to heavenly affections, ſo fatally pre- 
valent over the many, in whom evil affections, 
and the obvious fruits of impiety reſulting there- 
from, deplorably abound, furniſh inconteſtable 
proofs of a deviation from that ſtate of recti- 
rude, in which the creation ſtood in the begin- 
ning; when © God ſaw every thing that he had 
s made, and behold it was very good.“ Gen. i. 

ver. 31. 
Tphere are different degrees of defeftion a- 
mongſt men; but Infinite Wiſdom and Purity 
beholds all included in theſe expreſſions, © All 


«+ fleſh had corrupted its way upon the earth.“ 
Gen. vi. 12. 
The 
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e, his only- yore Son, that whoſoever believ- 


„eth in Firm 
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The ſecond, propoſition, is built on the un- 
changeable nature of things. There never can 
be any agreement between contrary natures : 
Neither time nor eternity can recanci ele God and 
Belial. And while corruption prevails in any, 
they cannot inherit incorruption. This leads us 
to the appointed means, Except a man be 
« born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of 
God.“ 
What the n of many is, reſpecting 


this birth, I find expreſſed in the doctrines ſet 


forth in the Office of Baptiſm in the Catechiſm; 
viz. That the child, being born in original 
„ ſin, and in the wrath of God, is now, by the 


be favar of regeneration in baptiſm, received into 


te the number of the children of God, and heirs 


of everlaſting lite,” 


Again ; the child is taught to belles it was 
therein made *a member of Chriſt, achildofGod, 
“ and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.” 
Theſe are unqueſtionably the fruits of the bap- 


tiſm of Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt. But that 


ſprinkling infants produceth theſe effects, is by 


no means evident to my underſtanding, 


I ſee no neceſſity of entering here into the 
doctrine of Original Sinz but I cannot ſubſcribe 


my aſſent to that poſition, That children are born 


in = wrath God. I rather chooſe to adopt 
thy ſentiments, page 26, That we have ſuf- 


e ficient evidence of the favour of Chriſt to- 


« ward them.“ 
The Redemption of 1 is not built on 
God's hatred, but love to the world. Fob iii. 16. 
17. For God ſo loved the world, that he gave 


1d not periſh, but have everlaſt- 


« ing life. Wa God — not his Son into * 
| | war 


Oy 2a 
. world to n the world; but that the 
« world through him might be ſaved.” 
That the ſeed of iniquity is diſſeminated thro' 
all human nature, is an obvious truth! But that 
it is imputed to 2 until they have made it 
their own by willingly embracing it, ſeems to 
me irreconcileable wich His nn m_ 
ways are equal. 

Where there is no lia there is no tra 
fion.— That infants are incapable of a 2 is 
evident, — Conſequently to them. no ogy, wo 
ſion can be imputed. _ 

The baptiſm of Chriſt i is in U a wo, purge 
the conſcience from dead works. But infants 
are utterly incapable of this; having no con- 
ſciouſneſs of evil to be purged from. 

The baptiſm of Chriſt is with the Holy Ghoft 
and fire. For his Word is as a fire, to cleanſe 
from the pollutions of the world, to waſh us in 
his own blood, and preſent us to the. F ather 
- without ſpot or wrinkle. 0 

To this the prophets bore teſtimony, that he 
ſhould be as arefiner and purifier of filver, Zecb. 
| Kill. 9. Mal. iii. 3. And we find many other 
places of Holy Writ immediately pointing out 
this recovery of mankind, by the ſpirit of judg- 
ment and burning. 

As the kingdom of Chriſt is holy, che mem- 
bers thereof are holy: And nothing can make us 
| fo, but the effectual baptiſm of the Holy Spirit. 

To make the tree good, 1s the buſineſs of 
religion. And it muſt be ſo before the fruits can 
be good, in the unerring eſtimation of the Judge 
of quick and dead. 

The primitive believers, with e one voice, ac- 
knowledged this truth. Were I to bring in all 
the proofs of it which are contained in their 
N TE» tans the greateſt bo 'of 
c em. 
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them. 1 would” juſt mention a few, wid thoſe 


particularly 5 of the e of nit 


and its effect s. 


Ro. vi. ver. 3. 1 ye. not, abt ſo 


44 many of us as were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, 
«© were. baptized into his death.“ 


Ver ſe. 4. Therefore we are buried 1 1 kim 


„ by baptiſm into death; that like as Chriſt 
<< was:Taiſed up from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, even fo. we alſo ſhould-walk-i in 
* nevwneſs of ie 4.41941 12. 


Cor. ii. ver. 11. In whom: 41 ye are cir- 


<1 cumciſed with the circumciſion made without 
4 hands; in putting off the body of the ſins of 
* the fleſh, by the circumciſion of Chriſt.” 


' Verſe 12. Buried with him in baptiſm; 
©: wherein alſo you are riſen with him, through 


3 the faith of the operation of God, who hath 


« raiſed him from the dead.“ 
1 PET. iii. ver. 21, The like PV a bs. 


= unto, even baptiſm, doth alſo now ſave us (not 
the putting away of the filth of the fleſh, | but 
the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God) 
by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
I Con. xiii. ver. 13. For by, one Spirit are 
«.we all baptized into one body, whether we 


ebe Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 


free; and have been all made to drink into 
one Spirit.“ 5 


They attributed their bing ade mad 


of Chriſt, to what is elſewhere N called 


{the waſhing of water by the Word; — even 


= ſame water which he gives; and is „ a well 


of water ſpringing up into everlaſting life,” 


John iv. 14.— This expreſſeth the ſpirituality 
of that water, wherein is the ablution from. ſin: 
For elementary water cannot riſe beyond its na- 
ture, and ſpring up into eyerlaſting life. 


By 


1 
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By this ſanctifying and cleanſing water of the 
Word, the primitive believers were made mem- 
bers of his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones. 
Epheſ. v. 26 and 30. They became children 
or ſons of God by a power they received from 
hing « As many as received him, to them 

„ gave he power to become the ſons of God; 
even to them that believe on his name,” 
Jobn i. 12. 

Rom. viii. 14. For as ; many.; as are led by 
ce the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of God.” 

Ver. 15. For ye have not received the ſpirit 
of bondage again to fear; but ye have re- 
« ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 
« cry, Abba, | Father.” 

Ver. 16. The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs 
ee with our ſpirit, TS we are the children of 
cc God,” 29 

„ And if children; then heiess heirs. 
+ of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt: if ſo be 
ce that we ſuffer with him, $940k we may be alſo 
* glorified together.” 

GAL. iii. ver. 26, © For ye are gi children 
of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus.” 1, | 

Ver. 27. “ For as many of you as ; have been 
5 baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt.” 
Hence it appears they became children of God 
by the baptiſm of the Holy Spirit. By which I 
underſtand ſuch a thorough immerſion into his 
holy nature, as to know him, the only-begotten 
Son of God, to conform the ſoul to his own 
image. 

Thro? the indwelling of that quickening Spirit 
which js called the Seed of God, theſe children 
are raiſed from a ſtate of tranſgreſſion, and over- 


come the world, the fleſh, and the devil.— 


They reſt not in a formal, verbal renunciation of 
the devil and all his works, the pomps and va- 
D 2 nities 


faithful brethren in Chriſt at Coloſſe, confirms 
this remark; chap. i. ver. 12. 
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nities of this wicked world, and all the ſinful 
luſts of the fleſh; but ſtedfaſtly aſpire after that 
ſtate the apoſtle thus deſcribes; © Whoſoever is 


„ born of God doth not commit fin : for his 
* Seed remaineth in him: and he cannot fin, 


<« becauſe he is born of God.” 1 Jobn iii. . 
This is certainly the privilege of the children 
of God; who being thus made children, of con- 


ſequence become heirs; heirs of God, and} Joint 
heirs with Chriſt, 


The relation of redeemed ſouls to the king- 


dom of heaven, is ſtrongly expreſſed in the term 


inheritance; which implies a poſſeſſion deſcend- 


ing in the right line, and received by heirſhip : 
to which none are or can be intitled, but as re- 
lated to the family in which ſuch poſſeſſion 1s 


veſted. The apoſtle, writing to the ſaints and 


* Giving thanks unto the Father, who bath 


c made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance 


of the ſaints in light.“ 


Lier. 13. Who hath delivered us from the 
ce power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us into 
“ the kingdom of his dear Son.” 


Ver. 14. In whom we have redemption 


cc through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
« ſins.” 


Ver. 15. © Who is the image of the inviſible 
« God, the firſt-born of every creature. 

Ver. 16. For by him were all things created 
c that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſt- 
<« ble and inviſible ; whether they be thrones, 
* or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all 


9 things were created by him, and for him.“ 


Vier. 17, And he is * all things, and 
« wh him all things conhi.”"! 9255 


| Per, 
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Ver. 18. * And he is the head of the body, - 
c the church: who is the beginning, the firſt- 
« born from the dead: that in all things de 
might have the pre- eminence.“ Uh 

Ver. 19. For it pleaſed the 1 ather, chat in 

e him ſhould all fullneſs dwell.” _ 
This was the joyful experience of the FOE 
tive believers in Jeſus Chriſt, and of ſuch in ſuc- 
ceeding ages, who are his followers i in the rege- 
neration. — For man by nature hath no more 
meetneſs in himſelf under the Chriſtian << 

ſion, than under Jewiſh bondage or heatheniſn 
idolatry. The ſole good is applied to us, and 
wrought in us by the effectual operation of that 
Spirit and Power, which in this, as in former 
ages, tranſlates out of darkneſs, into the king 
dom of the dear Son of God. 

This is the baptiſm of Chriſt ; ; "the bapülm 
which now ſaves; and without which ſalvation | 
is not attainable. - - 

The miraculous effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt 
in the apoſtles days, enabling to ſpeak. with 
tongues, and work miracles, may have in a great 
degree ceaſed; as the neceſſity of ſuch proofs 

of the Goſpel power ſeems removed, by the 
reception of the Chriſtian doctrine amongſt ma- 
ny nations. But whatever was neceſſary to the 
redemption of the firſt Chriſtians, whatever ſpi- 
ritual experience they attained in the work of 
ſalvation, as individuals, is ſtill as neceſſary for 
all now to know, as it was to them. There 
being no other w ay to have fellowſhip with them, 
and to know our fellowſhip to be truly with the 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 1 John i. 3. 

At the ſame time we teſtify to this bapriſem 
of the Spirit, as an inward ſanctifying work, 
illuminating the mind, rectifying the judgment 

and animating the alſections; we derogate not, 


in 
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in the leaſt, from the glorious appearance of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſtin the-fleſh. We fully believe 
every tittle recorded concerning him, reſpecting 
his divinity, miraculous incarnation, holy hum- 
ble life, bleſſed doctrine, his ſuffering for man- 
kind, that by his ſtripes we might hy healed; - 
his. reſurrection, aſcenſion, mediation, and that 
God by him will judge the world. 
We can never ſo profitably attend to the 
hiſtory of the Holy Jeſus, as when aur ſpirits 
are brought, by the energy of his baptiſm, into 
the fellowſhip of his ſuffering, being made con- 
formable to his death. Then the awaking of 
the ſword againſt the Shepherd (Zecb. xiii. 7.), 
is awfully underſtood, the price of our purchaſe, 
and its end, appears with proper weight and 
inſtruction. 1 Cor. vi. 20. Ye are bought 
« with a price; therefore glorify God in your 
« body, and in your ſpirit, which are God's. * 
1 Peter i. 17. Paſs the time of your ſojourn- 
ing here in fear.“ 
Verſe 18. © Foraſmuch as ye know that ye 
« were not redeemed. with corruptible things, 
« as ſilver and gold, from your vain converſa- 
&« tion, received by tradition from your fathers;” 
_ Verſe 19. But with the precious blood of 
« Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemiſh, and 
— without ſpot.” | 
From abundant tation I therefore con- 
clude, it is the baptiſm of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that only, which makes members of Chriſt; 
children of God; and inheritors of the king⸗ 
dom of heaven: and that Water- baptiſm, in 
what form ſoever adminiſtered, is not that bap- 
tiſm, nor required as neceſſarily introductory 
thereto; and that the ſprinkling of infants is 
utterly deſtitute of any proof of divine inftitu- 


tion; and as ſuch I leave it, with this rde 
| e 
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The hies ſtreſs on human inventions, hath 
often been fatally injurious; and this particular 
circumſtance hath furniſhed many proofs of ” 
to my certain knowlege. Many have appre* 

hended themſelves, by che act of #prinkling, 
made what they were taught to believe that 
ſprinkling effected for them and the work of 
fatration conſequently wrought out; and have, 
when reproved for obvidus iniquity, ſheltered 
themſelves under their ſuppõſed initiatiom into 
the covenant in Chriſt; and title to his meim 
miſtaking the moſt powerful call to eve 
ſible degree of holineſs, and acting as 1 
had a toleration to erucify to nb tha 
Son: of God __ enter ae n eee 


ſhame. - LIOGE 507 0? 2TCH2 ien 
Oi ba 1 Hol oe nt! 010 TOY 7 von 
Thy 10 eee page 245 OW | 


a ſatisfactory ſolution wWhereof thou layeſte a 
conſiderable ſtreſs, merit ſome notiſtGG 
1. M ben baptiſm ought to be adminiſtered, 
ſo that it may duly and properly admit a perſon 
to a title to the benefits of the Chritzad cue 
nant? After a courſe of reaſoning, to little put. 
poſe, and quoting Scriptutes remote from thy 
arg A e thou concludeſt, „ that we may tr 

4 children may be admitted into the churc 
« of Chriſt by ai _ they come t6 


* 


years of diſcretion.” -' ail 'v- ge 19, thou 
giwelt it as a poſitive truth "Ga ptiſm is alto- 
row ineffectual, if not properl received with 
aith in Chriſt, and deſiring to have part with 
him. Here is a manifeſt incoherence and con- 
tradiction; unleſs thou wilt affert infants are cas 
pable of faith and good deſires, before they'come 
to years of diſcretion, Therefore the when fe- 
Mains yet to be aſcertained. 29 


2. . By 
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1 By nbenf Thy anſwer, page 29, tells us, 


Anke as it hath ꝓ God to continue a re- 


4 gular e of miniſters in the church of 


4 :Chriſt, none caſ propetly baptize, but thoſe 


dra have mired a regular commiſſion for 
that purpoſe. Here allow ine to query, 
whether the church of Romè was, at: 9 1 5 
mation, acknowledged by the reformers to be the 
church of. Chriſti and the miniſters cherein to 
apoſtles? If they 
were not, there muſt be a chaſm in the ſuc- 
ceſſion, and a deficiency in the title of the pre- 
ſent eccleſiaſtic eſtabliſnment; tõ uninterrupted 


ſucceſfion from othe apoſtles. If the Romiſh 


community was: 8 of Chriſt; arid their 


miniſters regular ſucceſſors to the apoſtles, doth 
not this involve all thoſe who left it, and pro- 


teſted againſt its principles as erroneous in many 


parts, in a; moſt-dangerous ſchiſm, and tender 
their ſtate lamentable? Such contradiction is ir- 
reconſcileable with the character of the church of 
Chriſt, who is ubdefiled, and but one, the only 


one of her mocher, the choice ne of her chat 


bare her. Canlicles chap. vi. ver. 9g. 
43% Query in uuhat manner, is left very dg 
10 the. dark: thou telleſt us, page 28. that 
« when, our Lord had baptized his twelve apo- 
60 ſtles, he told them he had given them an ex- 
*. ample, that they ſhould do as he had done 
„ unto them.“ The example he gave them, 
was waſhing their feet; and if this was the in- 
ſtitution of a baptiſm to be always continued in 
the church, the mode in every reſpect is as cer- 


tain. But thou telleſt us we muſt judge as well 


Gs we can, it is left undetermined, and it may 


be adminiſtered. according to our  Conveni- 


Es 


Fd 


5 Such 
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Such manifeſt inconſiſtency in all theſe anſwers 
to thy own queries, is rendered ſtill, more ſtrike- 
ing, by the additional query, put with an air of 
exultation and triumph, (i. e.) * Can more clear 
4 and ſatisfactory anſwers be required to be 
c given to any queſtions that admit of a dehate, 
ce than thoſe we have been enabled to give from 
<« the ſcriptures to thoſe queſtions we had ſtated? 
« When? by whom? and in what manner? is 
<« baptiſm to be properly adminiſtered and re- 
% ] —5%W ket 0 I WE 

I think, inſtead of the words clear and ſatis- 
fafory, we may ſafely ſubſtitute confuſed and diſs | 
ſatisfactory; and that they carry along with 
them evident marks of ſelf-contradiftion and 
weakneſs. 3 

And to all who have no other ground of hope 
in the covenant of Chriſt, and to be partakers 
of his gracious promiſes, than being ſprinkled 
with water in their infancy, there remains ſome- 
thing to be effected, before they can rejoice in 
the conſolation which will remain through time 
to all eternity. . 

To conclude; © If any man be in Chriſt, he 
ce js a new creature: Old things are paſt away; 
e behold all things are become new, and all 
<« things are of God.” 2 Cor. v. 17, 18. They 
cc that are Chriſt's, have crucified the fleſh with 
* the affections and luſts,” Gal. v. 24. All 
_ truſts and dependencies ſhort of this, or of an 
humble invariable purſuit after it, are worſe than 
merely inſignificant, however ſpecious in exterior 
ſhew, or ſupported by the grandeur or wiſdom 
of this world, or followed by. che croud. They 
are ſome of thoſe intoxicating ingredients in the 
cup of fornication, wherewith the inhabitants 
of the earth have been made drunk, and ſlept 


with a lye in their right hand. 
LE E May 
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May the God and Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, haften the day, wherein 
every myſtery of abomination ſhall become de- 
ſolate ; and, through the baptiſm of the Holy 
Jeſus, his dominion ſpread from ſea to ſea, and 
from the river to the ends of the earth, is the 
% . DER. 
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the foregoing Addreſs, from my. friend 


H. AVIN G been favoured with the WY: 4 
vel Fothergill, to the Author of che Sermon 


that occaſioned it; and perceiving it is a in- 


tended as a minute examination thereof, but 


rather to ſhew the Author the weakneſs of his 


reaſoning in the general, and chiefly to remind 


him of the ſufficiency of the Efi-ntial Baptiſm 


of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, without 
the unavailable continuation of material waterz 
I found an inclination to add a few. Abjervarions 
in relation to the Aae. int ct 


* * the 28th page of the 8 Lode 
tells us he hath ſhewn, that © Chriſt gave them 


* (the apoſtles) a commiſſion to baptize all na- 


tions: and that when he had baptized them, 
he told them he had given them an example, 


e that they ſhould do as be bad dans untg 


* them; that is, baptize others, and Ve en 
<*.a-commilſſian to baptize alſo,” . |, . 

The commiſſion he takes from Matt, xxviii. 
19, 20, The example from Jobn xiii. 4. PE 
and ſeems to place them in the preceding order, 

that the firſt may be underſtood as antecedent, 
and the laſt as conſequent. Whereas, in the 
firſt place, Our Lord's waſhing the feet of his 
diſciples, did not follow his delivering this 1555 
commiſſion to them; — for that act was 
formed ſome time before his Crueifixion; : 


the commiſſion was given after his Reſurrectior 
"WR: w E 2 Theſe 
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Theſe tranſactions therefore, being wiongly 
ſtated, exhibit an untrue repreſentation of the 


caſe. 


2dly, Theſe texts differ in the doctrine appa- 


rently intended to be inculcated by each of them. 


The direct and genuine ſenſe of that in Jobn xiii. 
is clearly expreſſed 1 in the 14th and 15th verſes. 

« If I then, your Lord and Maſter, have waſhed 
« your feet, ye ought alſo to waſh one another's 


< feet: For I have given you an example, that 


Wy + ſhould do as I have done to you. 

nce it appears he was not inſtituting, or 
anf Water-baptiſm; nor ſhewing, by 
that means, how to introduce others, not yet of 
his church: But he was giving his diſciples, who 
were already of his church, an example of that 
humility, brotherly kindneſs, and condeſcenſion, 
which the meek nature of the Holy Spirit would 
lead them into; and ſhewing them that this 
muſt be the path of his followers, and the man- 
ner of their conduct mutual ner one 'an- 
other. n 

As therefore: this text of Jobn X11, relates to 
the practice of the diſciples amongſt themſelves, 
and that of Matt. xxviii. to their duty reſpect- 
ing others; they cannot properly connect in the 
fame line of doctrine, nor be rightly produced 
as proofs of each other; and, in conſequence, 
the conclufions drawn from them b this author, 
are improper and unwarrantable. He muſt 
therefore exeuſe perſons of plain underſtandings, 
if they ſnould not prefer his forced and ſophiſti- 


cal meaning to our Lord's clear explanation of 


his own ack: For ſuch cannot help thinking, 


that he who is juſtly ſtyled the Wiſdom of God, 
knew his own intention, and how to expreſs it, 
-at leaſt as'well as the Prebendary 


of Litchfield ; 
and —_ s been e as free from par- 
tiality, 
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tiality, as he could — no bias of intereſt in 
the caſe. * 
I am of opinion ſome other t rexts of Per 
will connect much more pertinently with that of 
Matt. xxviii. chan che xhith of John. For n ins 
ſtance: GOIN LOR CY OP FOR. 
I irt annere 10. J 10 46:6 1 
* Gol ye PIN and teach all. nations; 
« baptizing them in (orlinto) the name of the 
&« Father, and of the Son, and of the Hoh 
« Ghoſt; teaching chem to obſerve all thing 
ce vphatſoever I have rommanded you; and 10 1 
e am with you alway, even unte che end of the 
* world.“ Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 
And being aſſembled together ih the 
« he commanded them that they ſhould not de: 
e part from Jeruſalem, but wait for the promiſe 
« of the Father, which, faith he, ye have heard 
„ of me: For John truly baptized with water, 
but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
not many days hence.” Alls i. 4, 5. 
{© Ye ſhall receive power after that the Holy 
« Ghoſt is come upon you (or; according to the 
„marginal correction, he Power of the Holy 
«. Ghoſt coming upon you) and ye ſhall be witneſſes 
ce unto me, both in Teruladein, and in all Judea, 
“ and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoſt patts 
of the earth.” Ad i. 8. 
And when the day of Pentecoſt: was fully | 
come, they were all, with one accord, in one 
« place. And' ſuddenly there came a ſound 
from heaven, as of a ruſhing mighty wind, 
and it filled all the houſe where they were 
« ſitting. And there appeared unto them cloven 
« tongues; like as of fire, and it fat upon each 
of them. And they were all filled with the 
8 Hay —.— and you to ſpeak with other 
| 4 tongues, 
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* tongues) as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 


Mr Ii. Ty 2, 3» 4: 


40 N heſe texts follow an; in point of time, 


apparently: belong to the ſame ſubjeR, and at- 
fo 


rd * to each other: Shewing, 
hat our Lord, after his reſurrection, de- 


| "ie to his diſciples a verbal commiſſion; but 
| not preſent ability to perform it: ſo that it was 


ther prophetic, or repreſentative of the real 
ſpel commiſſion which he intended to abe 


ppon them, than the thing itſelf. 


2 2, That he did not authorize chem to go 0 forth 
immediately in the ſervice of the Goſpel b by vir- 
of theſe words, Go ye, &c. but commanded 


' them, to wait at Jeruſalem, for the promile " 
the Father. 


443 That this PSS was that of his own bp 


| tif n, by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. 


4. That the real commiſſion and qualification 
2 miniſtry of the Goſpel, was the effect of 


| Wor inward, ſpiritual, and powerful baptiſm. 


That this was the primary publick intro- 
G ton; of the One True Chriſtian Baptiſm; and 
that it was neither accompanied with the admi- 


niſtration of water, nor any other ceremony what- 
ſoever; but with a ſolemnity, different in kind, 


and abundantly ſuperior to all human perform- 
ances; and was eſſentially experienced by the 


ſeryants of Chriſt, whilſt they, with one accord, 
Were ſitting and humbly waiting in obedience 
to his command. 


Thus the iſſuing forth of the Goſpel, thro? 
the firſt eyangelical nite, began in an united 
meeting; wherein the diſciples were waiting, 


moſt probably in awful ſtillneſs before him, for 


the fulfilling of his promiſe; and having therein 
received the ANN *. the Holy nh it, ac- 
cording 


n. 
Inſtru 


« As many as are led by the Spirit of God, are 


« the ſons of God,” Rom. viii. 14. And ſuch, 


and rag, Jah are the true heirs of that promiſe 
of our Lord; 
« unto the end of the world.” 


Henceforward, when they were engaged in 


the ſervice of the Goſpel, they found him, ac- 


cordingly, to be with them in Spirit, enabling 


them to teach, baptizing : That is, thro' the 


powerful influence of the ſpiritual Baptizer being 


upon them, and accompanying their words, to 
baptize the ſpirits of the believing hearers into 


the Name, the inward Life, Power, and Virtue 


of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; in order 


that, by receiving the Divine Viſitation, and 


cleaving to it, in its own pure love, they might 
come to be born of that which is from above, 
and thereby be made heirs of the kingdom. 


The words of the apoſtle Peter (Als, xi. 15, 


16.) furniſh a clear proof of this obſervation. 
As I began to preach (faith he) the Holy 

« Ghoſt fell on them, as on us at the begin- 
„ ning. Then remembered I the word of the 
& Lord, how that he ſaid, John indeed baptized 


« with water; but ye ſhall be baptized with the 


JZ OT 4 
Thus he taught, baptizing; according to the 


terms of the verbal commiſſion. And we need 
not be at a loſs to determine what baptiſm our 


Lord intended by thoſe terms, if we alſo conſi- 
der that the apoſtle Paul, when touching upon 
Water-baptiſm, declares (1 Cor. 17.) * Chrift 
<«< ſent him not to baptize, but to preach the 
«< Goſpel.” That is, not to baptize with water, 
but to zeach, baptizing, by the powerful influ- 


cording to promiſe, became their Comfortet, 
, and Leader; and hereby they knew 
they were become the children of God: For, 


Lo, Iam with you alway, eren 
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ence of the Holy Ghoſt, For it cannot be de- 
nied, that his part in the Goſpel-Commiſſion, 
reſpecting the eſſentials of Chriſtianity, was alto- 
gether as extenſiye as that of any, other hf den 5 
miniſter. | 
The baptiſms of the Jewiſh 5 were of an 
\ outward nature, agreeable to the diſpenſation 
they belonged to: And the baptiſm of the Goſ- 
nel, which is the Power of God unto falvation, 
is of the ſame ſpiritual nature therewith; being 
witneſſed in and by that power, and not other- 
wiſe. It may therefore moſt conſiſtently be con- 
cluded, that the baptiſm intended in Matt. xxviii. 
is that of the Holy Ghoſt, which is Chriſt's; and 
not that of Water, which was John's. And tho? 
the latter afterwards continued to be practiſed at 
times by ſome of the apoſtles ;, as alſo did cir- 
cumciſion, the obſervation of vows, anointing 
with oil, and divers other ceremonials of the ab- 
rogated law, and cuſtoms of the Jews; yet 
doubtleſs this, as well as they, was intended to 
decreaſe, and fall by degrees into diſuſe, as the 
ple, too much attached to exterior ſhew, 
could be brought to ſee be it, and to bear 
its removal. 6 
To treat circumciſion as a type of Water- 
baptiſm, reſolves into this abſurdity ; that one 
image was inſtituted to be the type of another 
image; or to be the ſhadow of a ſhadow; with 
this addition, that the ſtronger was the type of 
the weaker; and that the more expreſſive and 
_ outwardly perfect under the Law, was to point 
out the leſs expreſſive and more imperfect under 
the Goſpel. For circumciſion left a real mark of 
diſtinction upon the body of the circumciſed, and 
might therefore be figuratively. called a ſeal : 
But that cannot be aſſerted of Water-baptiſm, 
which leaves not the leaſt de trace or ſign 


upon 


- 
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upon the body: and that it makes any virtuous 
impreſſion upon the mind, remains for thoſe 
who preſs it as eſſential, to prove. 
Wt circumciſion was a type; but not 

of water-baptiſm ; for that was alſo a type; 
and both, with the figurative term Fire, cen- 
ter'd in ſhadowing for the efficacy of the Holy 
Ghoſt in the work of regeneration ; which lays 
the axe to the root, circumciſing the heart, as 
the knife did the foreſkin; waſhing the ſoul, as 
water does the body; and refining the ſpirit, as 
fire doth ſilver. — 

It may alſo be rationally concluded, that to 
eſtabliſh the ſprinkling of infants, as a matter 
eſſential to their happineſs, is to make their re- 
ceiving of God's en to depend upon a 
meer ceremony; upon the place of their birth; 
upon the will of thoſe who may have the care 
of them; or, it may be, upon the carnal intereſt 
of one, whoſe practice demonſtrates he hath not 

the charity to adminiſter what he profeſſes to 
be a neceſſary introduction to endleſs telicity, 
without a lucrative conſideration. 
Ihe Lord God Omnipotent, who is Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, and Goodneſs in perfection, is the Creator, 
Preſerver, and Father of all; whoſe mercies are 
over all his works; who is no reſpecter of per- 
ſons; and who, by his inſpired apoſtle, hath de- 
clared, he is not willing that any ſhould periſh ; 
but that all ſnould come to repentance (2 Peter 
ii. 9.) : how irrational and abſurd is it to ſup- 
poſe, this incomparably juſt, and moſt excellent 
Being, would tauſe the ſalvation of any to de- 
pend upon ſuch precarious tenures, as that it 
might be prevented by the careleſneſs, obſtinacy, 
ignorance, prejudice, or carnal intereſt of others 

Or my he mY tack 1 it to. the ery of 


e 
a ceremony, which the impotent and uncon- 
ſcious infant could neither help nor hinder !- 
Chriſt is given for a leader, as well as a com- 
mander to the people (Ja. lv. 4.) ; and thoſe 
who are led into the heavenly houſe, by the 
Maſter of the houſe, have no need to keep an 
eye to the ſign for direction. And ſuch as make 
uſe of the ſign, muſt, notwithſtanding that, look 
for the door, or they cannot enter. For all the 
reaſonings and injunctions of men can never 
prove the ſign to be the door; though that ſeems 
to be the principal view of this Author's Ser- 
mon. I am the door, faith our Lord; by me 
< if any man enter, he ſhall be ſaved,” John x. 
9. He that entereth not by the. door into 
< the ſheepfold, but climbeth up ſome other 
Wt - way, the ſame is a thief and a robber.” Jobn v. 
A ſtrong expreſſion from the Lip of Truth 


bimſelf, worthy of the ſerious conlideration 
of all. 


He alſo, to call mankind from looking for 
ſalvation any longer through outward obſerva- 
tions, faith (Luke xvii. 20, 21.) © The king- 
„ dom of God cometh not with obſervation ; 
“ neither ſhall they ſay, lo here, or lo! there; 
for behold the kingdom of God is within 
* you.” Where ſhould we look for it then, 
but within? Our worthy predeceflors having 
happily found it there, frequently expreſſed that 
needful exhortation, mind tbe light within; which 
they knew ſhined; at times, in the dark hearts 
of the unregenerated part of mankind ; tho, 
as ſaith the apoſtle Jobn i. 5. the darkneſs 
comprehended it not. For both teachers and 
hearers joined in reviling it, and reflected upon 
them, as Fanatics and Enthuſiaſts; for bearing 
ee to it, ſpraking evil of what they knew 
not; Frog vell being over weir hearts when 2 | 
| 1 


„ 
read (Jabn i. 4.—9.) © In him was life, and the 
&« Jife was the light of men; and that he was 


the true light, which lightetli every man that 


« cometh into the world.” 


Ever ſince Anda, ih lhe Th 


diſpenſation, it hath been a moſt — — 


fice, practiſed upon mankind; by the ſubtil ene- 


my of their felicity, to fix their attention upon, 
and keep their zeal employed in, the ſupport of 


ſymbolical acts and reſemblances of good things, 


as eſſentials of Chriſtianity; whereof they are 
no part; for, it is a debaſement to the glorious 
Goſpel, to treat forms and ſnadows as eſſential 
to that which conſiſts not in form, but in power; 


and in ſacred writ is ſtiled, the Power of God 


unto ſalvation. The reality whereof is only to 
be known by the inward effectual operation of 


the Holy Spirit, purifying from evil both in root 


and branch, and producing its own; — 
fruits in the heart; as love, joy, peace, 
ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, takers 
temperance, Se. (Oel. . e 23. 0 Epbeſ 
v. 9.) Webs: $ 
For nothing Hoe! dhe is 8 95 * 
good; and there is none inherentiy ood but 


55 | One, and that is God; therefore none but he 


can produce thoſe fruits which are really good. 
Where they are produced, the finger of God is 
manifeſt; and who is he that condemns whom 
the Lord juſtifies? True Chriſtians are not ſo 
rightly to be diſtinguiſned by modes of profeſs 
ſion, or the practice of particular forms, as by 
the good ſpirit and temper they live and walk 
in, and the good fruits ariſing therefrom. And 


many of us know by experience, theſe excellent 


diſpoſitions and practices are zeither introduced, 

nor aſſiſted, by thoſe things which never were 

more Fn dente for the time then preſent, and 
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are not now to be inſiſted on: for generally in 
whomſoever they are zealouſſy embraced, they 
prove obſtructions to the ſoul's advancement i in 
the virtue of truth. | 

It is a melancholy conſideration, that an- 
dance of religious- minded people are ſo un- 
happily miſled, and bewildered in a round of 
outward performances, under the ſpecious name 
of duties; while their precious and irredeemable 
time might be much better employed, and their 
zeal more profitably exerciſed, in an inward at- 
tention upon God in ſpirit; humbly waiting, in 
aweful ſtillneſs of mind, before Him, who alone 
can work all our works in us, and without whom 
we can do nothing. | 

It is not the talk of a newebinh; nor any 
imaginarigns of its being begun by external 
obſervances, and wrought inſenſibly ; nor the 
vain fancy of the imputation of a righteouſneſs 
unwrought within ; that will avail to any better 

urpoſe than that of ſelt-deceprtion ; which muſt 
end in confuſion and miſery. 

Our Author (Page 29.) having eſpouſed che | 
notion of a regular ſucceſſion of miniſters, de- 
ſcended from the apoſtles, in a right line, to 
himſelf and his brethren of the church of Eng- 

land; by whom, he is pleaſed to imagine, the 
Goſpel- commiſſion hath been traditionally hand- 
ed down, from one to another, to the preſent 
time; it appears to me requiſite to beſtow a 
few obſervations upon the ſubject. 

1. Whom God, by his Spirit, immediately 
Calls into the miniſtry, are his miniſters. Whom 
he. Ov art inſpired ſervants, inſtrumentally calls, 

| are alſo his ſervants. Whom man of himſelf, 
without the immediate inſpiration of the Holy 
Spirit for that end, calls, are not called of God, 

but of men; and are not proper'y God's _ 

2 ers, 


f \ 


- Jad. 


ſters, but man's. No external acquirements, . 
nor any forms of ordination, can render the caſe 
at all otherwiſe than it is in its own nature, No 


human acts or inventions can make man's call 


to be God's call, any more than it can make man 
to be God. n | 


\ Thoſe who are not ſent by Chriſt, but by 


men, are the ſervants of thoſe that ſend them; 
who are undeniably their maſters. For they not. 
only authorize them to go forth; but confine 


them to a certain ſyſtem and method, by which 


their doctrine and practice, in their miniſtry, are 
to be directed; and, in caſe of diſobedience, have 


power to degrade and deprive them of their de- 
legated authority; which demonſtrates whoſe 


miniſters they are. Their general conduct like- 
wiſe apparently denotes it; the body of them, 
ſome particulars excepted, having turned with 


every change of the ſtate, from Popery to Pro- 


teſtantiſm, and from Proteſtantiſm to Popery, 
| ſince the time of Henry VIII. And notwith- 
ſtanding the noiſe they have made, through all 


their changes, with the ſounding word, Ortbodox,; 


their conſtantly applying it to whatever-gained 
the aſcendant, is a proof their true meaning in 
it, is no other than what we underſtand by the 
word, uppermoſt; and the reaſon is plain: the 
revenues inſeparably attend it. How vain the 
pretenſion of divine right is in miniſters thus 
conſtituted, I think, need not be further pointed 
out; eſpecially as thoſe of the beſt underſtand- 
ing amongſt the national miniſtry are aſhamed 
of the plea. 


2. The miniſters of Chriſt muſt be of his own 


making. An eminent one hath told us (Heb. 


v. 4.) “No man taketh this honour to himſelf, 
“but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.” 
Thus the primitive miniſters were called, — 
| | _ lent 
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dudce record thereof from the plain text of the 
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Ent forth by our Lord himſelf; but that he au- | 


 fliorized than; by what he ſaid to them, to com- 
miſſion others, and thoſe others to commiſſion 
others to the end of the n I's in no part of 


holy writ can find. 


In order to eftabliſh this point of a regular 
eſſion, it is neceſſary for its aſſertors to pro- 


New Teſtament; and alſo to prove, from au- 


thentic hiſtory, chat it hath never ſuffered 1 inter- 


ruption ſince.” : | 
This hath been rm pted, bur never accom- - 

liſhed, ſo far as my information reaches; nor, 
preſume, never can be; for it is evident to 
me, the current of true Chriſtian ſucceſſion runs 
not in forms and outſides; but in the ſpirit and 
life of religion. The real ſucceſſors of the apo- 
ſtles muſt have, if not the miraculous powers 


which attended them, at leaſt an apparent ſhare 


of the ſame virtues, the fruits of the Holy Spirit, 
which were conſpicuous in them. They muſt 


have the ſame Spirit, preach the ſame diſinte- 


reſted doctrine, and live the ſame ſelf-denying 
Hife. And as our Saviour told ſome preſumptuous 
Jews (Jobn viii. 59.) © If ye were the children 
«of Abraham, ye would do the works of 
« Abraham” ſo it may be faid to many of 


our modern profeſſors ;"if ye were the ſuccefivrs 


of 'the WOO,” ye would do the er of the 
oſtles, 


«© Ye! ſhall know them by cheir fruits,” faith 


| hap Lord, (Matt. vii. 16.) Thoſe, in the tenour 


of whoſe life and conduct the fruits of the fleſh 
manifeſtly appear, cannot be of the ſame line 


15 with thoſe who walked not after the fleſh, burt 


after the Spirit. Such as walk after the Spirit | 
are the true Chriſtians, whether they are ſprinkled 
or not; and deln as * after the fleſh are not 


„ I $3 | true 


true Chriſtians, let who will 11 ſprinkle them: for, 


it is not the prieſt by water, but Chriſt by his' 


3 Spirit, that maketh real Chriſtians; and in his' 
Spirit alone is the true ſucceſſion ; which is de- 
rived immediately from himſelf, and not throꝰ 
the loins of Popery, or any other corrupt line 
of deſcent. It is certainly a groſs abſurdity, and 
an high indignity to the Lord of all perfection, 
who ſaith to the wicked (Pſa. I. 16.) What 
« haſt thou to do to declare my tatutes, or 
ce that thou ſhouldſt take my covenant in th 
« mouth ?” to ſuppoſe, that he ſhould make 


uſe of the defiled channels of ſuperſtition, ido- 


latry, and perſecution, as conveyances for the 


glorious Goſpel of peace and bn ns 
purity. 


To conclude, if the chaten covenant is to be 


entered by, and regeneration doth neceſſarily and 


inſenſibly attend, or follow, the adminiſtration 
of Water-baptiſm, how broad and eaſy is the 
way that leads to life! How flattering to fleſh 
and blood, fo averſe to mortification, ſelf-denial, 


and the daily croſs! But let none deceive them. 


ſelves, nor ſuffer themſelves to be deceived, by 
ſuch vain imaginations. The Goſpel-covenant 
is ſpiritual, and its entrance ſpiritual. ** I will 


* 


it in your hearts,” Jer. xxxi. 33. This is 
the new covenant, whereof the adminiſtration 
of outward water is no more a part, than the 
_ adminiſtration of outward fire. Nor can any 


ſort of men, by any thing they can do, either 


effect or introduce it. It is the pure a& of God 
in man; and, like the true Goſpel-miniſtry (Gal. 
i. 1.—11, 12.) is neither of man, nor by man. 

The inward experience of which, through the 


goodneſs of God, we have been favoured with, 


in ſome degree, without the help of man, and 
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put my law in your inward parts, and write 


"is hath beeh! the EY 9 = diflent from) 
others; not affectation of Gingularity; pique, or. 
prejudice againſt: thoſe of any other ſocieties, or: 
_ their, miniſters, -- But N taſted: of the good 
Word of life, we bear teſtimony. to it, and, not- 
withſtanding the ſcorn and abuſe we frequently 
meet with, in print and otherwiſe, from the ig- 
norance of ſome, and the malignity of others, 
we. ceaſe not, ſincerely to wiſh ſalvation, .thro* 
our Lord 1 Ee to n nnn 
mankind. 1 
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